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6 Standards for accomplished teachers and principals
a foundation for public confi dence and respect

The standards model brings together three elements: 

~  the Charter for the Australian teaching profession, which affi rms the 
high ideals and principles that underpin teaching and school leadership 

~  a set of generic capabilities that set out the knowledge and skills expected 
of teachers and principals operating at an accomplished level

~ specifi c descriptors of accomplished practice in specialised areas.

What is common in accomplished teaching and school leadership is 
refl ected in the capabilities; what is unique is refl ected in the more 
detailed descriptors. Generic descriptions cannot do justice to the 
complex knowledge and skills that underpin accomplished practice in 
fi elds as diverse as early childhood teaching and pre-tertiary physical 
science teaching. Expertise in one teaching area – whether a subject 
area or a particular stage of schooling – cannot simply be transferred 
to another. §

Specialist standards also respect 
the features that characterise each 
curriculum area and are distinctive 
for that speciality, wherever practised. 
For example, an accomplished maths 

or chemistry teacher or early childhood professional brings specialised 
knowledge, skill and experience to their successful teaching wherever 
they are operating in the nation. 

National curriculum developments highlight the value of specialist 
standards. Successful implementation of the national curriculum will be 
underpinned by the specialised skills and knowledge of accomplished 
teachers. Curriculum standards and accomplished teaching standards 
go hand in hand.

“…curriculum standards and 
accomplished teaching standards 
go hand in hand…”

§ Ingvarson, L.C. (2009).  A partnership whose time has come: National curriculum and national 
professional teaching standards. Melbourne: Centre for Strategic Education.


